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CHAPTER XIL
TEROUGH THE R1'SS1AN LINES.

sl ARIILLL followed the
4 cuourse of the stream,
which led bim back
toward the highway.
There was a baidge
formed of a single
stone arch, and the
busibes grew close up
to the sides of It
The volces of soldlers standing upon
the bridge were audible as Darrell crept
up in the shadow, and he could hear
the tramp of many feet. A regiment
was marching, but pot upon the high-
way. There must be a road Intersect-
ing It and running paraliel to the pres-
ent course of the stream.

The stream was so high that 1t left
omly a fringe of wet rocks on each side
of the arch, and Darrell worked his
way along with considerable difficuity.
He succeeded In getting through with
no worse misfortune than a bhard fall
on the rocks, and presently he was
again within the shelter of the trees
baside the water. A hundred yards far-
ther along, the stream bent sharply to
the left and passed under the road:
upon which the troops were marching
It was not an easy iJ4sk to elude ob-
servation under such circumstances,
and Darrell narrowly escaped a squad
of soldiers that had taken advantage of
a balt to fill their canteen~ He lay
within ten feet of them for many min-
utes and overheard snatches of thelr
comversation, from which bhe learned
that this force had come by rall to a
point not far north of Viadikawkas and
had made a circult of the eity, that it
was composed of troops from the prov-
ince of Btavropol and that it was de
pending upon re-enforcements concern-
ing which there was a romor of delay.

The men were recalled at last, and

to his prisoner and became suddenly
aware that he wore a Clreassian offi-
cer's uniform under a long and ragged
coat. In another Instant he bad turn-
ed the man upon his back and was
gazing Into the face of Korna.

There was no sign of injury. Korna
bad fallen limp as a drunkard and
with a drunkard’s immunity from bro-
ken bones. It was the mere shock
that had robbed him of his wits. Dar-
rell was at a loss to understand how
80 good a horseman had been so easily
thrown, and yet the manner of the fall
gave some hiut of the explanation, so
that Darrell was not wholly surprised
when Korna had regained his power of
Epeech to hear him motter In Russlan
(for he fancied that he was addressing
Russian s=soldlers): “Don't make me
move. I'm too tired to stand on wmy
feet”

It required some minntes for Darrell
to make himself known and to explain
his set. Finally Korna sat up and
looked at the American Wwith a glance
of comprehension.

“I've scarcely been out of the sad-
die since 1 left you,” be sald, “and 1
was almost played out then. There's a
little village in the hills to the west of
Gredskov and the mouth of the pass,
It is out of the way of everything, 34
quiet and beautiful place. You wouldn't
believe there could be anything like it
in this region. There two years AgO |

some day. To that quict spot when we

began this war [ sent

my wmother,

CHAPTER XIIL

LYY R 0

lug the Russian garri
son In Viadikaukas.
A much more preten-
tious residence might
bave been chosen. but the kham had
preferred this simple abode, perhaps
because of its military associatons.
Upon the way there Darrell learned
something of the taking of the place
through the conversation of an officer,
a friend of Korna’s, who had got news
of his arrival in the city and had come
to greet him. It appeared that, though
there is a rallroad to Viadikauksas, the
garrison had not been re-enforced at
the outbreak of the struggle to the ex-
tent necessary to hold it, and, even se,
the foroe within the walls bad retreat-
ed upen very small prevocation, In the

Will you assign
Eorna to duty?’

L
waid

Korna made proper acknowledgments,
the Incident seemed happily closed.
“As to the Hueslan force now lying
between us and Gredskov,” said Kor
ma, “I bave certaln Information, but
Mr. Darrell has much more, so that 1
hesitate to speak before he has been
heard.”

This judielous remark breught Dar
rell bask to the ceater of the stage, and
his report was eagerly recelved. It ap
peared immediately that his Informa-
tion was far more accurate than any
,that Lad previously been brought In.
His estimate of the Russian force, with
sketches of its position, made the sitn-
atlon seem far more serious than it
had hitherto been considered. It was
obvions that the Russians must expect
to co-operdte with a force moving down
from the nerth and that the plan was

officer's opinion. He sald flatly that
the city ought to have been held with-
out much difficulty and that the Rus-
sian retreat from it ought to resnlt in
A court martial or twe.

“However,” he added, “we can't hold
it, and the sooner we make a junction
with Prince Kliziar the better.”

He was surprised to hear from Dar-

. rell that so numerous a force lay south

of them. According to the best of his

 Information, no adequate report of the

conditions bad reached the khan,
Outside the house of the kban there
was evidencae of a good but somewhat
epectacular milltary diseipline, An un-
necessary number of sentries stood up-
on guard, and they challenged all com-
ers In a manner that suggested to Dar-
rell the miltary dramas that he hsd
seen In his own country. Hls heart
swelled with pity for the woman he

, 1 met the girl who will be my wlfeﬁloved thus playing soldler in this pre-

posterous campalgn.

Upon the veranda of the structure he
beheld a woman with the figure and
warllke bearing of Brunhilde, but too
old for the role, and he learned that she

to annihllate the lttle Circassian army
in Viadikaukas

“The position which they have tak-
en,” sald Darrell, *“is merely that of
the greatest advantnge in case your
orce shouid attempt a voluntary move-
ment toward Gredskov. At the proper
time they will advance to Invest this
city ciosely upon the south. but they
do not wish te do It preuaturely be-
cause they are not miromg «nough to

take the place by assault. @l an In-
decisive action might resu!: In L ing-
Ing up Prince Klziar's sriy in thelr

rear. Clearly there bas becn =ome
hitch in their plan, for the thing was
to bave been dene qulckly: utherwise
this fiying column of Russinns might
be caught by Kilziar's advance and be
In & bad place. Something has delay-
ed their larger force thet was to move
down from the uorth, or yor wonld
already be engaged with It They cer-
tainly must have expected to take Via-
dikaukas this morning.”

“Kilziar's scouts should have report-
ed the presence of this foree,” siald
Vera, “aud Le should already be nd-

Darrell passed the second bridge. A
little later he asoended a hill beside the
klream, and. being overcome with
wedriness, be lay down to sleep just
us the moon began to light the sky In
the sast. He awoke at daybreak, stiff
with cold and patufully lame as a re-
¢ult of his rall upon the rocks. Hob- |
bling to the edge of the trees, he found
that be had accldentzlly chosen a spot
singularly favorable for observation.
Bespite the roughness of the reglon,
Darrell could see almost the entire ex-
tent of the Russian force. The line
a8 he saw it was about two miles long,
aod doubtless there were skirmishers
beyond Lis vislon., There secimed to be
between 5,000 und 6,000 mnen, nearly all |
infantry. The ceuter was on the maln
bighway from Viadikaukas to Gred-
skov, and there had been great changes |
" iu the disposition of the forcee during '

the latter part of the night. The way
by which Darrell had eome was now .
the least practicable that his eye conld |
diseover, yet be could see other plaves

where a man mizht pass alded by the
roughness of the country and the dark- |
neas of night.

Hm proximity to the Ilme was an
elament of peril; indeed, he wondered
that the very spot on which he stood
was not beld by a picket guard. Re-
treating from the place, he I.um-ame!

aware of men upon the north slope of i
the bill ascending, but he eluded them, :
passing droud to the westward. e
encountered far less diMenlty than he

bad’expecied and was soon beyond the
reach of anything except mome chance |
sceuting party. It seamed to him that
the Circassian outposts areund Viadi-
kaukas could not be more than ten
miles away, yet be was so lame from '
lils fall that even this short distance
involved a great exection and wuech
pain,

On the slender chanee of finding any
boast that a man might ride he visited
several deserted farmhouses, securing
enough food for his needs, but no cat-
tia He was In such a eomdition that
a sound ox would have seemed a good
moant, but there was none to be had.
I2 ome of the houses he was greatly
surprised to discover a gun, almost the
last thing he would bhave supposed
that a fleelug temmnt would absndon.
It was a muszzle loadng weapon of the
Iype of many years ago; but, as there
Was a supply of ammunttion, Darrell
thaught the gun werth taking.

During the day be made very little
progress, belng twice compelled to le
hidden while Russlan soouting parttes
Weare about. Bunsst found him far to
the west of the highwoad, uneertaln of
his way and suffering both from cx-
haustion amd the injury that he had
sustalned on the previous night. He
came at Jast to a road that was searce-
1y more than a trall theough the woods,
and by the side of it he st down w ext
such food as he had and to rest. He
fell Into a dome, with his back against
the moss eovered stumyp of o troe, and
It was dark whea he awoke.

Sometbing had mtartled hLim. He
falt & thrill of vague alarm as he strug-
gled back to cemselousness, and the
rusty gun that he had taken from the
farmhouse was in his hands withom
an effort of volitlen. He heaed the
sound of a horse’s feet, and lrmedi-
atety the beast and bis rider eame into

€d mind, except that he needed a horse,
Daxrell sprang out Inte the path, with
the gun in his bands, and erfed eout,
“Halt! It was the horse that obeyed
the order. ¥he rider contimwed to ad-

' riging moon.

| ade.”

|

|

Darrell sprang out into the path. f
knowing what reprisals are sometimes
made. My two younger brothers were
with her, and she was safe so far as
military opeeations are concerned, but
I was afrald that Kilzsiar, who knew of
her retreat. would sesk me there, and :
80 | have sent them all farther' west. |
Ab, I bhave ridden a long way, my '
friend. 1 think I was asleep In the |
saddle when you played the highway-
man."

He lay back upon the moss with a

slgh. and slomber gathered his head |
mto her lap as It feill Darrell Ted the

horse among the trees and then watch-
ed beside the sleeper until the sky over
bis head began to be silvered by the
Then be reused him and

| led him to a brook where the water ran |

eold as lce. Korna drank of H and then |
thrust in his head, declaring asterward '
that he was as good as new and fit for |
any adventure,

The horse was not in condition %o ear-
ry double, but he was perfeetly sound
and much refreshed by his rest. Dar-
rell mounted him, and Korna walked at
his head. It was in the nature of a re-
lief for the Circasslan to walk after so
long a time in the saddle, and to Dar-
rell's lame leg the change In method of
locomotion was grateful as sleep.

They proceeded with eaution and ex-
changed but few words. The Ught of
moectning was in the sky when they
were challenged by the plckets ountside
of Viadfkaukas, and an hour later they
were both asleep within the walls of
the eity. They had asked %0 be roused
after twes hours of slumrber, and this
was Gume. A breakfast that seemed
fare fit for the gods to Darrell was
ready, and as it was brought In, an or
derly appeared with the toformation
that Motman Khan would receive them
presently.

Korna looked sharply at Parrell, and
when the erderly had withdrawn he
asked:

“Whom &o you expect to sea?"’

*“I bave no doubts upon the subject”
answered the American. *“My only
poxzle s the reason for this masquer-

“The princess &usired t© take the
fleld,” replied Xorua, “bot Kilsiar per-
saaded her that she could met do It as
& woman. Bo she took this name of

& member of her family &uh' a brief
bat futile uprising following the peace
of thirty odd years ago.”

“He Is no feol, this Etislas,” rejoined
Darrell,

“It ie far better—for HIm—that the
troops should cheer her ps Motman
Khan than direetly as the Primcess
Vera,” sald Herna. "It makes ber a

) Was a princess who had been a sort of
! military herolne In the fighting days of

the sixties. This formidable person re-
{ treated within the house as the party
advanced, but Darrell was glad to bave
seen her.

FPausing for a moment in the hall, he
was conscious of a boyish excltement
agreeable to the heart as any toach of
Yyouth Is to the man who has seen much
of life. A door opened! Hg heard the
sound of Vera's voice. and the blood
rushed to his face.

The princess sat by a long table upon
which were many documents and maps.
By her side stood u gray baired man In
a geperal's uniform.  He was a typical
Circassian, slender llmbed, dispropor-
tionately broad in the shoulder, his tace
stamped with that sort of pride which
requires nothing but the man's exist-
ence to account for it. Yet this expres-
slon was modified by anxlety and by a
deference for the princess which was
not without fineness of guality.

Darrell marked the man because the
opening door revealed him before the

Then be saw nothing bed
‘Vera. Bbe bhad grown much older In
these months, and her face revealed
lines that belonged not to Its years
Yet she seermed to have borne her hard-
ships withowt loes of heaith. Her color
wras good and her eyoa were wonderfully 4
bright. Her shoulders were sovered by
a gold embroldered eape that ‘did not
lack a feminine suggestion. But Dar-

rell saw under the table two riding |
{ boots that might bave been a man's ex-

cept that they were not big enough,
and at the tops of them baggy trousers
like a Turk's.

“M. Darrell,™ satd Vera In Freneh
and very eoldly, as he thought, "I re-
Eret to hear of your misfortunes,
though I do not yet understand how
they could bave bhappened. Be assur-

ed, however, that you are safe within f

our lines and that I shall soon flad a
way by which you can retorn W
France.,” .

“With your permission, excellency,”
replledl Darrell, “that ls the least of

my anxietles.” b

"1 do not comprehend,” sald she

“l will go where you send me,” he
answesed, “whether to France or else-
whera, If it be upen your service, but I

wish you might find sse for me nearer |

at hand,”
“It may be »0,” sald she, inclining

her head in such & wxy that, in obedl- |

ence to the nod, he stepped aside, per
mitting Korna to advamce.
“Exceilency,” sald Korna, ~1 have to

report that when your order regarding |

Mgy, Darrell was brought to Gredskov
i was delivered to me me an officer of
Prince Kiizlar's staff. The prince was
then outside the ity for the purpose
of overtakinug,a caravan which, bev-

2 eemeo t h the pass, was en-
:Iqenvarflil fo 8dcape without paying

i

b you,” he sald, "but I know that they

1 ehe exclalmed
}Hr. and Mrs. Gordon. I gave you the

vancing.”

“We have no knowledize that such is
the case.” sald the gencral. “We can-
not assume that the primee (s In pos
session of Information equal to ours.
The immediate nead is to send word to
jhim. e is probably In the same posi-
tion that we were In before Mr. Dar-
rell's arrival. aware, of course, that the
communications had been cut. but In
fgnornee that it had been done hy a
force sutfictent to mengee serionsly our
position Lere™

“Let thé messelgirs De ehossn at
once!” exclalmed Vera. 1 will prepsce
the orllers. We will catch those wus
sians like & gosat in a glove™

And she made a very craeeful ges
ture to enforce the metaphor,

“I will attend to this muatter_in per-
son,” sald the general, “with the as

sistance of Colonel Korua. Iun the
Fl::cmm.t'me it may be that Mr. Darreli
will prepare duplieate maps of the
Russian position as he saw It. They
will be carried by our nica and will as
elst them In getting throu, b the lines.”

Darrell bowed us the general and
Korna left the room. Vera made a
place for him at the talile ben'de her.
and he began his work without a word,
Bentries paced the veranda onts!de the
windows, and two were on guard o the
ball, but no one was within lhearing
The nolees of the camp oamne ver:
faintly, and the sound of Darrell’s pen
cll was audible In the room.

“I trust that you eonveyed my thanks
y and my apologles to Mr. and Mra Gor-
don,” sald Vera suddenly.

Darrell passed his hand nesoss his
l forehead as one does who would steady
his wits,

“I was pot authorized to speak for

fuly understood. Of course your sud-
den departure gave us great anxlety.
| We were afrald that In eseaping from
the police yeu had run Into the hands
of the czar's agenta. It was for that
reason that I wemt to Ssavropol, re-
membering thst you had sald you
might be taken thera”™

“Bat I told you where I waus golng!™
“I gave you word for

means of seeing me again in I'aria”™

Darrell slowly sheok his head.

“1 know nothing of this,” he seid.

“It was all-all }n your hat™ she
cried, stammering prettly in her ox-
cltement.

“All in my Nat?" he echeed I real-
ly beg your pardon™—

“1 eounld not find yom that last night"”
she sald hurriedly. “Your hat was ly-
ing op the table. I wrote a note and
put it under the bend inside, so that
you must find It when you put the hat
on."

i “I haven't seen W from that day to
b this,” sald Darrell

“A mervant must

toll to our esuse. Belleving the mat-
ter urgemt, I rode eut and attempted to
deliver the order. The prince refused
10 recelve It, aud when I insisted he
attacked me with his sword. We were
nlone together—eor supposed oursalves
to be so—in a woom of a farmhouse by
the highway, but through a strange
eolncikdence Xr. Darrell was eoncealed |
In & reom overhead, He came to my
aseistance, and- we both escaped, leav-
ing the order in the prince’s handa. I
have come here to seek your erecel-
leney's protection.™

The situation Imvolved more polnts
of military etigquette than Vera felt
able to decide ofhand, and she looked

out of the corner of her eye at the gen- §

eral, who stoed by the end of the table.
‘She felt a woman’s sudden resentment
that her erder should have boen treated
with disrespect; bt also she was mo‘rodi
by that feminine Instinct of utilities
which let her percelve that, after all,
the ebjeet of the order Lsd been at-
tained. Moreover, she doubtless kmew
what was the matter with Prines Ki}-

ziar, and so long as he had not actually §

slain Darrell from jealousy the ertme
of attempting to do so appeared less
black than It sboald. What she wanted
Was an easy way out of the diffienity,
and the general so understood

“Does Colonel Korna desire % make
formal charges ™ he asked. [

have taken It so my room."”
They sat looking into eaeh other's
face In silence for at ieast a minute,

r‘(mel:l thinking of the paln of mind that

this trivial aecident had eaused.

E “I heard that you had gone to Stavro-

| pol,” sald Vers, “but I evuld mot goess

“I will do nothing to breed dlscord In
Pthll eritieal hour,” replied Korna firm-

“L# the messenger bs chosen as ensel™
Iy, "My own peity wyemgy are noy that you were in sareh of me In

Btavropol you disappeared, apnd 1 fenr
ed that you bad bLeen murdered by
some avenger of Ladislov. It was al
most by guesswork, founded upon the
vaguest rumor, that [ came to believe
you bad been taken to Gredskov.”

Darrell's volce was not free from a
tremor of emotion as bhe rejoined:

“How did you know anything of my
fate? The mere fact that you were
suficlently foterested to make n single
Inquiry repays me a houndred times for
all I bave suffered ™

“1 had agents In Stavropol.” sald Ve
ra, coloring, “upen other matters. Iav-
ing heard that you had traveled In that
directlon with Ivan Getchikoff. wy
agents thought you werth an Inguiry
They learned that you had been ar
rested npon your arrival. but neither
they, working secretly. mor the Amerl-
can counsul protesting epenly. could
gain any knowiedge of what had hap-
pened to yon afterward It was given
out that you bad been Immedintely re
leased and had left the clty. Your bag
gage was obtalned by the consul, who
recelved also a packet forwarded to
you In his care from Paris, by Mr. Gor-
don doubtless. These things were In
the consul's hands three weeks ago.”

“Three weeks ago!” cried Darrell
riglng slowly. “Have you had word so
late ™

Vera's cheeks were burning.

“We bave still our agents in Btavro-
pol” she eald, “and ocecaslonal commu-
nication is possible. They have thought
It worth while to report to me in re-
gard to your affalrs.”

“Then nothing else in the world mat-
ters In the least,” he sald. “I do not
magolfy your interest in me, but”—

She checked him with a look that
was both intense and smiling.

“You couldn’t,” sald she aimast In a
whisper, and at that he lald his hand
upon hers, which was palm upward on
a pile of military reports.

“¥era”— he began, but suddenly
there was a clash of guns and sabers
In the hall,

The princess rapped upon the table
with the scabbard of her sword, a
much bejewoled weapon that had lain
neross u clinir beside her, At the sum-

mons an orderly appeared with the
rigid haste of o toy monkey on a
stick. Yern polnted to the door com-

munleating with the hall, and pres-

ently the orderly aunounced two offi-
cers, who were admitted,

They came with reports that concern-
ed the practical detalds of war, and
Darrell heard them with a diyided at-
tention, working meanwhile upon his
maps. One of them spoke mostly of
cannon, and Vera's questions showed
a surprising comprehension of the sub-

Ject. Singularly enough, Vera when |

speaking of ordnanee ceased to seem
2 play soldier. What she had to say
about the capaelity of certain light bat-
teries whose disposition seemed to bLe
a subject of some guestion struck Dar-
rell as apt and seeurnte beyond eriti.
clsin.  Dmrrell bad followed the char-
lot of war In many quarters of the
globe and indeed bad oMicered troops,
white, black and yellow, la the whirl
of various emergencies, for which rea-
son this Clreasslun campadign had ap-
pealed to him as a grim and awful
joke. But somehow when Vera talked
of artlilery the thing seemed serious
Perbaps It was the surprise that a
womau should know anything what-
ever nbout the subjoct,

“Your excellency,” he sald when the
officess had withdrawn, and then, “1
beg your fardon; 1 am ancertain what
form of nddress you prefer.”

“Under the present clrcumstances,”
she reqlled, glaneing around the empty
room, “l prefer the ;‘)'ll’ which yeu
usad Just as these mmuoying people
came with their reporta®

‘-\'l‘l'.l." Lie t':'i\‘tL “1"—

“That Is It shie sald, “but In pubdlie
‘excellency.’ ‘highness’ or anything that
suzEesia liself, | am lndiferent. And
now the mups, the maps! You are
slow, gir"”

And Darrell, under the ecompulsion
ber ghince. fell 0 work earnestly,

(TO BE CONTINUED.)

Freparing lor Coming Events,

Binks—Why did Risley join the

prissthood—is he grieving so over his
wife's death?

Minks—Not he. Tiis wife wae a the-
osophist, and believed in refnearnation.
She prophesied ehe'd be back in six
years, so Rislay's gone in for celibaey.
—Town Toples.

Her Dear Friends.

Maud-—Javen't you noticed that Tea-
bel is having a good deal of trouble
with her eyes these daya?

Mubel—No. How?

Maud-—She can’t keep them off that
young Swooper when he happens te be
in her peighborhood.—Chicage Trib-
une,

e — Y

The Way of the Weeld, -

“Things are very badly arrangad in
this world.”

“How so?

“Why, the man with the money
nsually lacks the dipestion and the
man with the digestion seldom has
E:‘er money."—Chicago Post.

==y - ——— Y Sa At —— L&.E

-

Not Thn P.]IIIIT“IC.

“He prides himself thas hia new

novel la perfeetly elean.™

“I auppose it is. 1 don’t imagine it
will ever get sofled from frequent read-
ing."—Philadelphia Bulletin.

As Seen from Afar,
“Unlted States senators are mighty
busy people,” said Farmer Corntossel.
“Yes,” answered his wife, “itappears
likb they was either makin’ or breakin’
Jaws all the time."—Washington Star.

A Vegetarian,
Bizzer—Yes, my wife ehews the rag
a great deal
Buzzer—Why, I dide't know your
wife was 8 vegetacian!—Ohlo State
Journal.

Timely Advive, "~

Bil}—They say rubber Is very high.
. Jill—Yes; you oughs to begh and
sconomize wiih yoor neek, my bogd—
Yonkers Stateaman.

Not True o Life
“Why 8o you call 1 a falry tale?™
“Beeauss it says they were marrisd

and lived happily ever aftorwand™—
Chicago Poat :

Appropriate,

Jegglee—That setress swod bivn fop

:mwhnnm-ﬂ e
geve her a verdist for six senia.
k’"w'.m-—nu the damages wers

tsiine? "Towa Tonion.

“WE ARE COMING."™

“We are coming, Father Abraham,.™
‘We shouted ir our youth,

With old Glory for cur oriflamme,
In our fight for God and Truth,

We heard your volce so tender,
Sollcitous and true--

The nation’s great defender
Callleg for the bosts ju blue.

We made the murch te meet you

On this very avenus,
with our cheers to greet you,

As your loyal sons in blue;

And every man behind his gun
Awalted but the word

Of good old Father Abrabam,
The flasbh of Gideon's sword!

“Tramp, tramp, the boys were marching,™
Till the earth ran red and reeled,
For your bleasing at the starting
Was our guerdon for the fleld:
And with such consecration
As your homely words and true,
And the prayers of half the Nation,
We fought and won for you.

And now agaln we're coming,
When 40 years are gone,
But O, we miss your welcome
As the Day would miss the Dawn;
A spectral army marches,
The pale and shectless dend,
The million sleeping comrades
Who at your bidding sped.

“We are coming, Father Abraham,*”
The few who yet remaln,
To slng our anclent battlesong
Adown the strest agatn;
And soon we'll fold our ban ners,
And crose the river, too,
And rest with you In glory—
All your gallant boysin blue!
~Private Dalzell, In Natlonal Tribune.
e ——

CATHEDRALS UNDER GROUKND

Southern Caves That Were Used by
the Counfederntes During the
War a» Powder Houses,

A few of the vast caverns of the
south have long been famous. Several
of the southern states abound with
these beautiful and impressive works
of nature, and there are many fur
more worthy of the attention of the
scientist and tourist than is the great
Mammoth Cave of Kentucky, which is,
aside from its vast extent, the leass
attractive of the many caverns visited
by the writer. No one who has ever
vicited the romantic Luray Caverns in
the Shenandoah, writes Frank H
{ Taylor, in the National Tribune, will
be satisfied with an exploration of
the Mammoth Cave, carrying in his
hands the only means of iiluminating
hie way. Probably the most fairy-
like r=onp of raves yot Mscovered in
| the wesiera beanisphers are those of

A CAVE BATTERY,

Bellamar, located some five miles from
the city of Matanzas, in Cuba. They
are reached by volante over a road
rough even fer a Cuban highavay, but
one is well renaid for the fatigue as
well as the ordeal of the high temper-
ature in the caves when once he has
been admitted to the presence of their
splendor  in stalaectites, stalagmitea
and unsuliad frost-work wronght In
stone. The lower or new caves at Bel-
lamar were opened to the public in the
winter of 1880, upon the occasion of
the vieit of Grant, Gen. Bhil Sheridan
and their families, an incident inwhich
the writer had ¢the good fortune to
participate.

Agide from their interest as marvel
ous phasges of nature, the caves of the
southland bhave a romantie relation
to warfare and owr national history.
As far back as the revolurtion such of
these underground retreats as were
then knewn were the scence of actiy-
Hy due to the great deposits of elay,
rich in saltpeter, essential in the man-
ufacture of gunpowder. During the
civil war powder works were losated
at nearly all of the caves s the south-
ern Bloe Ridge country.

The novelist of the confederate ete
has, as far ae I am aware, failed to
make use of this fertile field of ro-
mance. At the Weyer caves, Nickajack
Oave, near Lookout mountain, and at
Naturel Bridge evidences are still in
existenee of the extensive work done
In excavating the cave clays and their
reduction to ealtpeter. These vaves
were also frequent reireats well
known to the confederates, whose sud-
den and mysterions disappearansce
throngh the well-oonoealed entrances,
bas puzried many e pareuing eom-
mander of mnion troops. There are
tales in the valley of the Shemandoah
of whole Latteriea wlich have been
nnlimbered and concealed wecurely {n
the depths of the mountain, to reap-
pear at coritical moments, reke n
marching eolumn in the valley below,
and then suddenly sink into the earth
again.

High up along the loTty westerm
shore of the south branch of the
Shenandoah river are the Grottoes of
Shendun, formerly known as the
Weyer Cavee. Thess and the adjoin-
ing Fountain Cave are by far the
moat impreseive, beautiful and waried
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plain ia front
It was aalled "Shen

aothorities
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wisely kept the old ¢lgn of "The
toes” upon the station building.
dun arose and fell.  Its dnception wad
born in the brain of Maj. Jed Hotalse
kiss, of Staunton, once to

engineer to Stonewall J and
well-known figure in the vallsy. Whem
the “boom™ had swept past it left nd
Shendun a heap of ashes where the
hotel had stood and a group of eade
looking fuctory bulidinge besile the
traock and a solitary second-handl
street car stranded in the midsy of the
flelds which had so recently figured
as choice commercial and homestead
sites at prices that would make W.ll-‘
ington real estate men mad with

Down beside the Sounth branch
the little grist mill that hes ground
along comfortably these many yearmy,
and which incidentally operates the
dynamos which [lluminate the templeg
of the Shendun Grottoes. In the ded
lightful Virginian sketehes to be found
over the signature of “Porte Crayom™
in Harper's Magazine some 45 yeard
ago, the Weyer Caves were firss
brought to publie notice, although
their existence had been known since
the year 1804, and they had been long
a favorite point of local resort

The ground plan of the Grothoes in-
dicates fonr distinct groups of cham-
bers. In the firet series are the En-
trance Hall, Statuary Chamber, Bolo-
mon's Temple, Throne, Great Cataract,
Shell Grotto, Pantheon, lawyer's
Office and Weyer Hall. Included in the
second group are the Armory, Shield
of Ajax, Balustrade Passage, Tapestry
Chamber, Cathedral (hancel, Drum
Room, the Dungeons, Senate Hall,
Crystal Epring and Spar Room.

Tn the third group are the Theater,
Spring Grotto, Diamond Glen and the
Organ and Choir.

This group includes also the Dining-
Room, the Wilderness, Natural Bridge,
Jefferson Hall, Tower of Babel, and the
lovely Garden of Eden.

In the fourth group are ithe Grottoes
Ridge, the Oyster Shells, Coral Ridge
and the Tinkling Spring. 3

These »ames are given in detail in
order to suggeet the wide vardety of
the strange and marvelous formations
which enrich these chambers of si-
lence to a greater degree than those
of any eimilar group ef caves in the
world,

GENESIS OF A FORTUNE.

Shemd

The Happy Chance Through Which
m Poor New York Clerk Beeame
a Maiti-Millionaire,

Cne western millionaire came into
the possession of his wealth through
his own abilities, beyond a doubt, but
it is also true that his opportunities
were excellent. And they came to him'
in an unual way.

It happened, says the New York fun,
that the wife of a very rich man had
for many years gone to o certain shop
in New York for her gowns, and had
alwuys been waited upon by the sawe
woman. One morning she went to the
store to order » gown. After the busi-
ness of getting the new dress bad been
iraneacted, the saleswoman sald teo
her:

“This will be the last time that I
shall Lave the pleasure of waiting on

¥ou, Mes. Ne— for [ am going to be
murried.”

When the eustomer expre--od an in-
terest in her plans, the woniun told ber

“I'M GOING TO BE MARRIED™

that she and the man to whom sbe had
been engaged for several yearshad de-
cided that they might as well get
married as wait, especially as she had
managed by prudence to save a little
wmoney. Said the cnstomer: '

“You bring your betvotHed to my
house to-night to see me. I would like
to meet him and have my husband
know him, too.” .

A time was zet and that night the
saleswoman and her betrothed visited
the wealthy patron. The latter intro-
duced them to her husbamd, who talked
with the man and was favorably im-
pressed with him. He learned that
ihe man was able to make cnly s small
income at his business.

Before the man left the honse,a date
for a subsequent visit had been set.
The man, of course, came back, and
the result was a place for him in one
of the millionaire's mille near a west-

ern cily.

That was his beginntng. To-day he
eounts his millions on more fingers
than his two hands poesess. And his
fortune came through his meeting with

the milllonaire asd his good luck in
making a favorable impression on him
as well as on his ability to take advan-

tage of the opportunities that came
to him.

The Chump's Arguoment,
Oallow Youth—Only fools are ocer-
fain; wise men hesitate.

Fair Mald—1 den’t know abouf
that,

Callow Youth—Wel, I'm quite ocer-
tain of it.!-—Chicago Amerfcan.

Veiln Popes Van,
“How is it,” demanded the agTy

beada '

#tockholder, “that our gold mine has
stopped wark 7

“I believe it #sn’t in the vein for it
replied the prometor, esolly.—Ehila-
delphia Prees,

A Rs;.l-_uirlhh Insinuniiom,
He—It was a case of love at firal
sight with Count De Ratmustesba,

wasn't it?

yes! One look at Brade
stroet's settled his fate!—Puck, . _.
S T — e —



